INTRODUCTORY EXPLANATION.

THE manuscript or paper here published was
prepared from a collection of original letters from.
General Washington on matters, for the most
part, purely domestic and personal, addressed to
Colonel Tobias Lear, his private Secretary for
a part of the time he was President; and then,
and during periods much longer, his confidential
friend. They came into my hands through the
voluntary kindness of Mrs. Lear, of the city of
Washington, the estimable relict of Colonel Lear,
and niece of Mrs. Washington, whose friendship
it was my good lot and that of my -family to en-
joy; as we did that of Colonel Lear while he
lived. The latter died in Washington in 1816.
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